FCSt one Group, Inc. Announces Acquisition of Downes-O Neill, LLC

West Des Mines, |lowa, Decenber 17, 2007 - FCStone G oup, Inc
(NASDAQ FCSX), a commodity risk managenent firm announced today the
acquisition of Downes-O Neill, LLC, a registered brokerage group
and risk nmanagenent consulting firmspecializing in servicing the dairy
i ndustry.

The all-cash transaction is expected to close in early 2008 and shoul d
be i medi atel y accretive to ear ni ngs. Downes- O Nei | | is a
hi ghly conpl ement ary business to FCStone's existing platform
which should facilitate a snmooth integration going forward.

"This acquisition represents a strategic nmlestone for our business as
We pursue opportunities that are extremely conplenentary to the
FCSt one business nodel," said Pete Anderson, FCStone's Chief
Executive Oficer. "Furthernore, we believe that this acquisition
denonstrates our conmmtnent to strengthening our presence and service
offering in the dairy and food service industry."

Joi ni ng the FCStone managenent teamis Tom Gaughan, Managi ng Partner of
Downes-O Neill, who will provide ongoing | eadership in his newrole as
Vice President - Food Service Division

"We are very excited to be joining the FCStone famly," comented M.
Gaughan. "W believe that both our people and our service offering
represents an excellent fit, and expect to contribute to the ongoing
success of FCStone. W intend to continue to provide high-quality
services to our custoners in the dairy industry, while | everaging the
capabilities and resources of FCStone."

About FCSt one Group, Inc.

FCStone Group, Inc., along with its affiliates, is an integrated
commodity ri sk managenent conpany providing risk managenent consulting
and transaction execution services to comercial conmodity

i nternmedi ari es, end-users and producers. The firmassists primarily

m ddl e market customers in optinizing their profit margi ns and
mtigating exposure to comodity price risk. In addition to risk
managenent consulting services, FCStone, LLC, operates one of the

| eadi ng i ndependent cl earing and execution platforms for exchange-
traded futures and options contracts. FCStone G oup, Inc., serves nore
than 7,500 custoners and in the 12 nonths ended August 31, 2007
executed 61.7 mllion derivative contracts in the exchange-traded and
over-the-counter narkets. The FCStone G oup conpanies work in all the
maj or commodity areas including agriculture, energy,

renewabl e fuels, foods, forestry, and currency exchange. Headquartered
in the Mdwest, it has offices located throughout the world and is a
clearing nenber of all mmjor North American Futures exchanges. FCStone
Group, Inc., trades on the NASDAQ G obal Sel ect Market under the synbol
"FCSX. "

About Downes-O Neill, LLC

Downes-O Neill is conprised of registered brokers with the Commodity
Futures Tradi ng Conmi ssion (CFTC) and nmenbers of the National Futures
Associ ation (NFA). The team of brokers, with over 50 years of comnbined
i ndustry experience, trades nore dairy futures and options than any

ot her



br okerage group. From day one, the team has been comitted to educating
and servicing the dairy industry on the benefits of price risk
managenent using futures, options, and forward contracti ng. Downes-

O Neill, LLC provides the dairy industry with accurate, tinely and

rel evant information on the dairy markets online. The conpany hel ps
customers manage price risk through conprehensive hedgi ng strategies
and i nformation.



